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 CHAMBER CHATTER 

 Happy April!  Welcome spring!  Spring sports are in full swing, the lawns and flowers are starting to grow.  
Soon the outdoors will be in full bloom, lush and green again.  The days are longer and the sun is warmer so we can 
enjoy our time outdoors.  We’ve already celebrated Easter, but there is much to celebrate this month.  There are                         
Confirmations, First Communions and more!  Be sure to SHOP LOCAL for all of these events and you could be a            
winner! 
 Shop the participating chamber member businesses for your gifts for all these events and sign up.  CHA 
CHING!  You could be a winner!  The Spring Cha Ching promotion is going on from April 1st through May 12th.  You 
could be the winner of two Summerfest Concert Tickets and $100 in shamrock bucks.  The O’Neill Visionaries will be 
giving away two of these prize packages to two lucky winners.   
 Another St. Patrick’s Celebration has come and gone.  THANK-YOU to everyone that worked on the                       
celebration and made it a success.   Mother Nature was good enough to give us sunshine and decent temperatures.  
The wind was a bit chilly, but I’m thankful it wasn’t the following weekend!  There were events and activities for all 
ages to enjoy.  A quick note about the parade line up; if you want to be in the front, get your entries in early!  You 
can always send your entry in and send me the description later.  The first entry forms went out in the February 
newsletter and were on the website right after that.  For those entries with small children, stage at the corner of 7th 
and Douglas and let the kids pick up candy before joining their entry!  You will be filtered in when it’s your turn.  
Start thinking now about an event your business or organization could put together for next year’s celebration to 
make it even bigger and better!  Planning for these celebrations goes on all year long.  
 You will find a 2024 Chamber of Commerce Scholarship application inside.  Be sure to have your senior get it 
completed and returned to the chamber office by Friday, April 5th.  We will be awarding one $500 scholarship to a 
graduating senior from O’Neill Public High School and St. Mary’s High School.  Good luck to all the applicants.  
 Congratulations to the Chamber Award Winners for 2024!  Winning the Customer Service Award was Kim 
Metschke of O’Neill Family Pharmacy, the Community Service award was won by Amanda Nekolite of Neko’s Pub 
and the Community Ambassador Award winner was the Summerfest Rodeo Committee for their representation of 
O’Neill in parades all around the area promoting out community and the Summerfest Celebration.  Thank you all for 
your contributions to our community!   

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS 
 

The Party Trolley  ****  Irish Walk of Fame 
Viaero Wireless  ****  The Evergreen 

CASA of Northcentral Nebraska 
Quality Alignment  ****  Ally Counseling Services 

Special T's and More  ****  The Hair Junction 
O'Neill Electric Motor Service 

O'Neill Car Wash  ****  Tri-County Bank 
American Legion Baseball  ****Arbor Care Center 

Bomgaars  ****  Megan Dempsey 
Teals Westside Dining  ****  JCT Computers 

Blush Boutique and Tan  ****  O’Neill Lumber 
 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT! 

WELCOME NEW 
MEMBERS 

 
 

Mlnarik Cattle Co., LLC 
 
 

Destiny's Dreams 



The OHS softball program will be fielding a spring/summer team 
again this year.  We play as an independent travel team as the NCN 
Lightning.  All of our players come from OHS and O'Neill St. 
Mary's.   
 
To help offset the cost of tournaments, registration fees and                       
equipment, we are actively seeking donations from families,                             
individuals and businesses. 
 
Any Chamber business who would be interested in donating will be                     
recognized on our team banner and social media sources. 
 
Our team will be traveling all around Nebraska representing 
O'Neill softball.  We look forward to an exciting season, and would 
greatly appreciate any help the Chamber businesses could provide. 
 
Questions can be directed to:  Chuck Price, 
402.340.0494.  chuckprice@oneillschools.org. 

2024 Community Service Award 
Amanda Nekolite of  

Neko’s Pub 
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2024 Customer Service Award 
Kim Metschke of  

O’Neill Family Pharmacy 
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2024 COMMUNITY AMBASSADOR AWARD 
O’Neill Summerfest Rodeo Committee 
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Retired Business Owner, Corrine Winings 
Sunrise Flower and Gift 

Retired Business Owners, The Virgil Holz 
Family of Holz Lumber 

Retired Business Owners, Don and Sue Baker  
Of Irish Spirits 

PHTO BY TERRY MILES PHTO BY TERRY MILES PHTO BY TERRY MILES 

The O’Neill Chamber of Commerce gave away their annual community awards on Wednesday, March 13th.  We congratulate all 

the award winners!  Your customer service, community service and community representation has not gone unnoticed.   

To those that retired, we wish you the best in your retirement.  Thank you for all of your years of doing business in our community.  

May you now have time to enjoy doing the things you have been putting off doing! 

Partner your business up with the 
DREAM Business & Marketing Team! 
Creative Advantages hosts a colorful 
palette of business and marketing 
services that will only heighten your 
business potential in a seamless,                    
professional manner.  Give them                 
a call at 402-340-9661 to set up an                          
appointment to find out how you can                    
maximize your business potential! 

WILL YOU HELP OUT THE HIGH  
SCHOOL MUSICAL? 

It's that time of year when our HS Musical is gearing up to show off the students.  The musical this year 
is “Popstars: A 90’s Musical”.  This year they are again going to offer a raffle; however; they are going to 
do it a little differently.  They would like to have a cake raffle this go round.  They will need 6 cakes          
total...three for each of the Sunday performances.  This year we are asking the chamber members to 
make or provide cakes for the raffle.  The cakes can be super crazy themed, fun colors, or shapes or they 
can be simple, tried and true.  Any type of cake anyone is willing to make or donate will be great!  

The performance dates are Sunday, April 28th at 2:00pm and 7pm.   

Also, anyone or group providing a cake will have free entry into a performance of their choice as well as 
being listed in the program as a supporter and donor to the OHS fine arts program.  Contact Monica  
Huber at 719-404-6813 or monicahuber@oneillschools.org 

mailto:chuckprice@oneillschools.org


NEWS FROM THE IRISH CAPITAL FELINE FOUNDATION 
Happy Spring!  
We want to thank O’Neill DQ along with all of our supporters who went to get EATS & 
TREATS on March 2nd for International cat rescue day!  
With your support $327.34 was raised to help with our TNR program.  
Our 1st TNR of 2024 will tentatively be April 3rd, weather permitting. Please listen to 
KBRX and watch our Facebook page for updates.  
National Pet ID week is April 17-23rd. This gives pet owners an excellent opportunity to review 
steps they can take to ensure their pet has the best chance of being returned to their owner should 
the pet become missing. Examples are updated pet tag with your phone number, and microchip         
information updated through your email and with the police department.  

SAVE THE DATE 
The Irish Capital Feline Foundation will be holding a "Nano microchip" clinic Friday, April 19th from 
1pm-3pm at Shamrock Vet Clinic with Dr Kelly and Stephanie helping.  The clinic is open to cats, 
dogs, rabbits, and other small animals. 
We have 40 slots available.  To register early and get a $5 DISCOUNT text Kendra at 402-370-0432. 
Please text your Name, Email address, pets name, male/female, color and 
their name.  
Walk-ins are also welcome and will be charged $20.  
All veterinarians and animal shelters have microchip scanners to scan for                   
microchips should your pet become lost. So give your pet the gift of love with 
a microchip.  

SPRING CHA CHING! 

SHOP LOCAL FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN! 

Shop in participating Chamber Member Businesses and 

sign up to win two tickets to the Summerfest                

Concert and $100 in Shamrock Bucks, between  

April 1st and May 15th.  You can go to the concert and 

have some spending money while you are celebrating 

Summerfest in O’Neill. 

There will be two of these prizes given away.  You can 

enter each time you shop in the participating                                

businesses.   

Watch for the complete business list on the Chamber                    

Facebook Page, KBRX Radio and the Holt County                             

Independent.  



O’NEILL CELEBRATED 150 YEARS OF GREEN 

2024 PARADE WINNERS 
COMMERCIAL 
1st Place - Tri-County Bank 
2nd Place - Northstar 
3rd Place - Pollock Redi Mix 
  
NON-COMMERCIAL 
1st Place - St. Mary’s/St. Patrick’s 
2nd Place - Holt County Animal Shelter 
3rd Place - Beginnings Pregnancy Center 
  
YOUTH 
1st Place - O’Neill Public Schools Robotics 
Team 
2nd Place - O’Neill Public Schools Pre-school 
3rd Place - C.L.A.S.S. Homeschool Group 
  
BANDS 
1st Place - O’Neill High School Band 
2nd Place - O’Neill Junior High Band 
  
HORSEMANSHIP 
1st Place - Rockin C Ranch 
2nd Place  - Kloppenborgs 
 
Thank you to everyone that had an entry in 
the parade!  We greatly appreciate your                      
participation.   
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