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2025 CHAMBER OF                            
COMMERCE CHAMBER 

CHATTER 
MERRY CHRISTMAS!  Another year is almost gone.  I don't know where the time goes!  The                        
shopping days from now till Christmas are limited!  Please remember to SHOP LOCAL first this                     
holiday season.  Don’t be afraid to ask for an item if you aren’t seeing it!  Don’t know what to get?  
Purchase a gift card and let the recipient pick out what they want.  There is always shamrock bucks 
too!  They always fit, they don’t sit on a shelf and collect dust and they fit right in a card.  They 
make great gifts for the hard to buy for, your beautician, nail tech, snow removal person, lawn care 
person, mail delivery person or just the neighbor next door who is always willing to help you out!  
The shamrock bucks are used the same as cash in chamber member businesses.  The nice thing 
about them is the money has to stay in town and boosts our economy.  
 There are a lot of fun things happening in town in December!  Check out the jam packed            
calendar inside.  Watch my emails for more events and happenings as they come up throughout 
the month!  We have our Hometown Christmas coming up on December 5th.  See the flyer inside 
for all the happenings that day and evening.  There is also an entry form for the Lighted                   
Parade that evening inside.  We will have the live reindeer again, sponsored by Stacy Vandersnick 
at Little Tots Preschool and Daycare.  Thank you Stacy for your generous donation.  Everyone                           
enjoys seeing what Santa’s reindeer really look like! 
 There is the Tour of Homes, Chamber Sponsored Home Decorating Contest (entry form                     
inside), You Got Elfed Promotion and of course, the Ugly Sweater Contest coming up on December 
19th.  It’s always fun to have a day to make people laugh in the midst of the crazy holiday season.  
Get your ugly sweaters  designed and be sure to get your entry in.  More information inside.  If you 
would like to be an elf for the “You Got Elfed” promotion, just get hold of me here at the chamber 
office and I will explain what you have to do.  It’s simple and easy and you make people’s day 
when you hand them $10 in shamrock bucks and thank them for shopping in O’Neill this holiday 
season.  
 The Chamber of Commerce would like to wish you all a very Merry Christmas and thank you 
for your support in 2025.  We look forward to serving you all in 2026! 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS 
Neu You Physical Therapy  ****  News Channel Nebraska  ****  Emme Construction 

Grosch Irrigation  ****  Country Lane Retirement Village 
McIntosh Jewelry  ****  KBRX Radio  ****  Good Timin’ Bar 

Transportation Partners & Logistics, LLC  ****  Springlake Angus  ****  Dejabrew   
Duba Trailer Customizing and Sales  ****  Douglas Street Coffee 

Creighton Auto  ****  Equus Workforce Services 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT 

 



PHOTO CREDIT TO TERRY MILES—HOLT COUNTY INDEPENDENT 

Congratulations to Jacob and Tara Soukup, the new owners of Sunrise Floral!  We are 
so excited to have you as a part of our Chamber of Commerce Family.  Here is a little 
more about Tara and how she got involved in flower arranging: 

A new business adventure begins for the Soukup family. Tara and Jacob Soukup are 
the new owners of long-time floral business Sunrise Floral in O’Neill. My creativity 
started in high school with my passion for arts and photography and my creativeness 
continued into floral design. I was hired at Sunrise 2 years ago as the general                          
manager by Megan Mitchell, the previous owner. I grew to love designing and putting 
a smile on people’s faces with flowers. When we were offered to purchase Sunrise, 
we couldn’t refuse! We are so excited to own a small business on main street in 
O’Neill. We plan to continue to offer excellent service with gorgeous flowers and a 
smile to top it off!  Sunrise Floral’s business hours are Mon-Thurs 8:30-5, Fri 8:30-4 & 
Sat 9-12.  You can reach them by phone at 402-336-1822 or just stop by the shop                  
located at 408 E. Douglas Street here in O’Neill.  Delivery available.   

Sunrise Floral can help you with all your floral needs.  If you want to just brighten 
someone’s day, stop by and let them know what you are thinking and they can put it 
together for you.  They have arrangements for every holiday, birthdays, just because,                                    
anniversaries, funerals, get well soon, candy bouquets and more.  They will put their 
creativity to work and design a beautiful arrangement, no matter what the occasion 
may be.  Be watching for more changes coming!  They will be adding product lines 
and items that will enhance your shopping experience.        

Shamrock Nursery Porch Pot Workshops 
Reserve your spot soon!  

Come create your holiday masterpiece!  
• Tuesday December 2nd @ 6 

• Saturday December 6th @ 10 & 1 
• Sunday December 7th @ 1 

• Thursday December 11th @ 6 
• Saturday December 13th @10 & 1 

• Sunday December 14th @ 1 
There is no fee for the workshop. Porch pot  

cost is dependent on supplies used. 



HOLT COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER 
20th Anniversary Celebration –  2026 

CHILI COOK OFF EVENT • FEBRUARY 2026 (tentative) 
To kick off our 20th anniversary celebration, HCAS will be hosting a community Chili Cook Off this 
February!  They are seeking event sponsors to help provide prizes for our cooks and winners.  
Local businesses, organizations, and individuals are all welcome to participate.  Want to support 
the shelter and be part of this milestone event?  Reach out to us for sponsorship details! 

Holt County Animal Shelter 
Melonie Bowling 402-340-6472 or Valerie Bridges 660-221-8049 or 

email mgr@holtcountyanimalshelter.com 

Funt Fact: So far in 2025 we have adopted 30 dogs! We have been able to return several dogs to their 
owners, and placed a deaf dog with an amazing breed rescue. We had a 2024 adoption return in 
Oct. due to an acute knee injury. We are raising money so that we can finance her surgery.  

We currently have two female dogs due to deliver puppies before you read this! It has been a busy 
year! We want to let our community know how grateful we are for  your support. Without you, we 
would not be celebrating 20 years! 

mailto:mgr@holtcountyanimalshelter.com


Congratulations to the Ladies Night Out Winners!  Left to right—Irene Kamphaus $50 from Douglas Street Coffee, 
Angela Hawks $50 from First Interstate Bank, Gail Ferguson $50 from Little Tots Preschool and Daycare, Brezlyn 
Shields $100 from the O’Neill Visionaries, Andrea Schmidt $200 from the O’Neill Visionaries and Ellen Boshart 
$300 from the O’Neill Visionaries.  Ellen also won a one night stay at the Sandhills Guesthouse in Atkinson in the 
Honeymoon Suite, generously donated by O’Neill Chamber Member, Pam Winer, manager of the Sandhills                            
Guesthouse.  Thank you to Dirty Hands Tap House & Coffee for the use of the gathering space, Neko’s Pub for all 
the delicious food and Three River Communications and First Interstate Bank for helping sponsor the food.  Thank 
you to all the participating chamber member businesses!  The shoppers had a great time finding gifts for the                    
holiday season and spending time with family and friends! A big special shout out THANK YOU to all the “celebrity 
flippers” we had throughout the evening!   

EAGLE EYE                        
BROADCASTING          
MERCH IS NOW                      

ON SALE 
Our EEB 2025-2026 merch is here and 
it's better than ever! This year, we've 
added lots of colors to our collection, 

so you can represent EEB in style. 
From cozy hoodies to sleek tees, we've 

got something for everyone. Perfect 
timing for those holiday gifts!  

Order Deadline: December 3rd.  Get 
Ready for Christmas Gifts!  Here is 

your link to                   order - https://
eeb25.itemorder.com/shop/

category/423425/ .  Show your EEB 
pride and grab your merch now!  

Cat Nips from the Feline Foundation! 
Wow! Where did this year go!!! We want to thank everyone who came out to our Soup 4 Paws event on Nov 
15th. Your support was simply the highlight of the day!! 

As many of you know, we are primarily a TNR non-profit charity, but when kittens come through our traps, we 
make sure they get the chance at the forever homes they deserve.  Right now, every single one of our foster 
homes is completely full.  With 16 kittens currently in our care, we are unable to take in any more at this time.  
Our foster families are doing everything they can — and we are so grateful for them. Fostering truly is one of 
the most rewarding ways to help vulnerable kittens, and if anyone is interested in becoming a foster home, 
please reach out to us via Facebook message. Even one new foster home makes a massive difference. 

We also want to offer a heartfelt thank you to everyone who generously donated at Dollar General West. Your 
support helps us continue caring for these little ones. The donation tote will be available through the holiday 
season for those who want to support shop local.  

With so many kittens, we are still in urgent need of kitten food and litter.  If you’d like to help, donations are 
deeply appreciated and go directly to the kittens currently in foster.  Thank you all for supporting our mission 
and helping us care for these babies.  Keep an eye on our Facebook page as we are setting up a venmo link. 

We also would like to mention that we have a Pet Blessing Box set up between Shamrock Vet Clinic and               
Lamberts in O'Neill. We are asking the community for support in donating cat food and dog food to the Bless-
ing Box to ensure no pet goes hungry if their family has fallen on hard times.  

You may drop in the deck box provided or reach out to Kendra at 402-370-0432.  

We would like to mention that besides searching for foster families we are on the lookout out for                       
volunteers to join us in our mission of serving the stray cats in O'Neill, Emmet, Inman, Page & Atkinson. 

Again a BIG thank you for the support you have given throughout this year.   May you have a                         
wonderful holiday season filled with love and joy!     The ICFF, Shari, Raylene, Val & Kendra.  

Come and join the Irish Capital Feline Foundation at the Holiday Market on Saturday, 
December 13th at the Evergreen Assisted Living Facility from 10 to 4.  Some                                
“a-meow-zing” crafting ladies worked hard on several craft items for out booth!  Bring 
the kids because Santa will be making a stop too! 

https://eeb25.itemorder.com/shop/category/423425/
https://eeb25.itemorder.com/shop/category/423425/
https://eeb25.itemorder.com/shop/category/423425/
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