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2025 CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
CHAMBER CHATTER 

 Hello October!  Happy Autumn!  The days are getting shorter and the weather is getting cooler.  Time to get 
out those sweaters, hoodies, shoes and socks for attending the outdoor activities.   Happy Halloween!  Do you have 
your costumes figured out yet?  Check out the Halloween events inside that will be coming up.  The kids can wear 
their costumes more than once.   

Thank you to everyone that sponsored, worked and attended the Irish ‘Toberfest Bags, Brew and 
BBQ!  The weather was beautiful for an outside event.  Next year, on September 12, 2026 this 
event will move back to the community center. Christensen Farms provided the Prairie Fresh ribs 
that were prepared by 22 teams.  Attendees had 22 different flavors of ribs to choose from!  Wm. 
Krotter Co., donated the Pit Boss Grill that was won by Mark May of Plainview.  Mark was one of 
the registered teams in the rib contest.  The Home Brewers provided different flavors of their 
beer for the public to taste.  There were fall flavors, regular flavors and even fruit flavors!  See 

photos of all the winners inside.   
 Congratulations to the Summerfest Rodeo Committee on winning the 2025 Mid-States 
Small Purse Rodeo of the Year!  This award is voted on by the rodeo contestants.  They like 
our facility, how our rodeo is ran and how they are treated while they are in O’Neill.  Thank 
you to all the sponsors, volunteers, city departments and EVERYONE who helps to make this 
event so successful year after year!  This is our 10th of these awards.  Keep up the good work 
everyone! 
 Mark your calendars for Friday, November 14th and Friday, December 5th.  Friday, November 14th will be 
our Annual Ladies Night Out.  This is the event where the shoppers visit the participating businesses to shop and 
pick up playing cards.  The Finale Party will be at the Handlebend Building with Neko’s Pub catering delicious               
appetizers for everyone to enjoy.  December 5th will be the Hometown Christmas event.  Start now thinking of 
how you are going to design your lighted Christmas parade entry!  We will have Santa Claus in the back of the        
Handlebend Building for the kids to visit with.  The Kloppenborgs will be doing the hayrack rides too.  We will have 
the reindeer back for everyone to see.  Be sure to thank Stacy Vandersnick from Little Tots Preschool and Daycare 
for her generous donation sponsoring the reindeer.  More information to come as the event gets closer.  This is 
such a fun family event in our community to kick off the holiday season.  
 The Chamber is going to all paperless billing on January 1, 2026.  You will only receive your invoices through 
email after that date.  For the months finishing out 2025, you will get a paper invoice as well as an email invoice.  
You can also pay the email invoices online, saving you writing a check and mailing it!  Please be sure the chamber 
office has your correct email address.  Please send it to lauri@oneillchamber.com, if you aren’t sure what we have 
on file.   All of the membership fees have been frozen for 2026.  Your membership will remain the same amount in 
2026 that it was in 2025.   

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS 
Dairy Queen    ****    O’Neill Family Eyecare 

Christ Lutheran Church | LEAP Preschool 
Sargent Insurance Agency    ****    Good News Radio 

Circle BK Farm and Ranch    ****    Love Signs 
Little Tots Preschool and Daycare 

CFO Systems, LLC    ****    Carhart Lumber Co. 
Hooligan's Pub 

WELCOME NEW 
MEMBER 

B’S SWEET TREATS 



CONGRATULATIONS TO B’S SWEET TREATS!  Welcome to 
the O’Neill Chamber of Commerce Family!  B’s Sweet 
Treats is a micro-bakery located at 205 South 4th Street, 
right here in O’Neill!  Their phone number is                                          
402-336-6014.  Bobbi and Brooke are baking up                            
delicious cookies, cupcakes, cinnamon rolls, bundt cakes, 
monkey bread, protein balls and so much more.  Check 

out their menu for a better list of what they have available.  They will take 
orders for baked goods for special occasions as well as their weekly treats.  
Go to their Facebook page and “like” it so you can see on Monday, what is 
available to order that week.  Give them your order and when you can pick 
it up on Wednesday or Thursday between 1pm and 5pm.  
New things are coming all the time.  You can now do a 
monthly subscription for cookies and protein balls!  They 
will also have a limited number of treats available for 
same day pick up.  They will post that availability on their 
Facebook page each day.  Their phone hours are                  
Monday—Thursday 8am to 5pm.  Please leave a message 
as sometimes they are unable to answer!  Order your 
treats soon!     

2025 Judge’s Choice Rib                             
Cookoff Winners 

Thank you to Krich Stokke of 
Christensen Farms for helping  
present the prizes! 



Norfolk Area United Way Joins O’Neill Chamber with Ribbon Cutting 
O’Neill, NE — The Norfolk Area United Way (NAUW) celebrated its                  
official membership with the O’Neill Chamber of Commerce on Friday, 
September 5th, with a ribbon-cutting ceremony and community coffee 
call. 

Chamber members, community leaders, and supporters gathered to                       
welcome NAUW and recognize the organization’s milestone 60th                          
annual campaign. 

NAUW supports 24 local non-profit agencies across its 20-county service area, including four agencies directly  
impacting the O’Neill community - Bright Horizons, CASA of Elkhorn Valley, Holt/Boyd County Community 
Connections Collaborative, and TeamMates of Holt County. Many of the other partner agencies also provide 
resources and services that benefit residents in the O’Neill area. 

“We are excited to be part of the O’Neill Chamber and to continue building strong community connections”,                                
said Morgan Cleveland, Executive Director. “Our 60th campaign is a celebration of the generosity and support 
that fuels United Way’s mission.” 

NAUW is also proud to note that 99 cents of every dollar donated stays local, ensuring contributions directly                    
impact area communities. Donors may designate their gifts to a particular agency or area of choice. In                            
addition, employers who want to give back can run an employee campaign, offering payroll deduction as a 
convenient way for staff to participate. 

By joining the O’Neill Chamber, NAUW looks forward to strengthening partnerships and engaging more                     
community members in its work to improve education, financial stability, and health throughout northeast 
Nebraska. 

For more information about NAUW’s 60th campaign or how to get involved,                                                                                
visit www.norfolkareaunitedway.com or contact Morgan at norfolkareaunitedway@gmail.com 

2025 People’s Choice 
 Rib Cookoff Winners 

 DID YOU KNOW? 
CHRISTENSEN FARMS 

With approximately 1,000 employees and 1,500 
contract partners, our company spans across the 
Midwest to include facilities in Minnesota, Iowa, 
Nebraska, Illinois and South Dakota. We currently 
operate three feed mills, manage 143,000 sows on 
44 farms, and oversee more than 350 nurseries 
and grow-finish sites. 

http://www.norfolkareaunitedway.com/
mailto:norfolkareaunitedway@gmail.com


CONGRATULATIONS County 36 Feed and Supply on your ribbon cutting!  We are                

excited that you are part of our Chamber of Commerce Family here in O’Neill.  

County 36 Feed and Supply, located at 410 South 10th Street, owned by Jim and 

Shawntelle Peter, is your feed and supply one stop shop.  They carry feed for pets, 

small animals and large animals.  Need a special blend?  They can do that for you 

too.  Here is a list of some of the products available:  calf creep feed & creep feeder 

rental (bagged available), sheep mineral & creep (bulk or bagged), horse feed,    

Omolene, & senior or junior equine feeds, dog foods - variety of protein & natural 

options, cat food, milk replacer, colostrum replacer, & calf supplements, deer min-

eral, pellets, & blocks, rabbit food, show animal feed options, salt - cobalt, iodized, white - bags & blocks, mineral - 

blocks, bags, tubs, tubs - protein & mineral varieties, hog feed - bulk or bagged, chicken layer feed - bulk or 

bagged, goat creep (bagged or bulk), lamb milk replacer, trace minerals - bags & blocks and more!   

Call County 36 Feed and Supply at 402-336-2881 if you are needing anything for your pets or livestock.  Stop by 

and see their newly remodeled office, along with the updates they have done inside and out around the business.   

 
Fall calving may not be as common, but it can be beneficial for many 

operations. Get the most out of fall calving season by starting with 

the right nutrition and preparing early.  Read more about how to get 

prepped here:  https://spr.ly/6186fzfSq.  Check out this website for 

tips and information.  County 36 Feed and Supply is here to help you 

with all your feed and supply needs.  Have questions?  Stop by and 

chat with them for answers to help you this fall.    

2025 BAGS, BREW & BBQ RESULTS 
 The 2025 Irish ‘Toberfest Bags, Brew and BBQ was held on Saturday, September 13th at the Knights of                   
Columbus Hall.  22 BBQ teams cooked and smoked their finest recipes for the spectators to try.  Home brewers 
brought in their best brews for everyone to sample with many flavors and types of beer available.  Inside the KC 
Hall was the cornhole tournament.  There were lots of things happening all day long for the public to enjoy.   
 The Home Brew Contest was one of the best ones yet. ALL of the beers were very good. We are blessed to 
have these people live in our county and share their talents with us. There were 3 categories this year; Saisons, 
IPAs, and People's Choice.  See the winners below. 
 The Irish ‘Toberfest Committee sends a big THANK YOU out to Christensen Farms for their generous                          
donation of the Prairie Fresh ribs for the contestants to cook, Wm. Krotter Co. for the donation of the Pit Boss 
Smoker for the grill raffle and the Holt County Visitors Committee for the grant to help put on the event and the 
sponsors who donate funds to purchase supplies needed.  The generosity of these  businesses and organizations 
help make the event a great success every year.   

JUDGE’S CHOICE RIBS 

1st—J&S TV and Electronics 

2nd—Kickin’ Bull BBQ 

3rd—Very Good BBQ 

4th—Saucy Porkers 

5th—Sandhills Grillers 

PEOPLE’S CHOICE RIBS 

1st—S. M. O. K. E. 

2nd—Pork Swords 

3rd—Weekend Bum BBQ 

4th—Saucy Porkers 

5th—22 BBQ 

HOME BREW CONTEST WINNERS 

Tyler Hilger—Saison category with his Spelt Saison. 

Rancher Belly Brewery—IPA category with his Raspberry 

Milkshake IPA. 

Tim Gleason of Shamrock Brewery—People's Choice with his 

Elderberry Wheat Beer 

CORNHOLE TOURNAMENT WINNERS 

1st—Drake Berg and Xavier Parks 

2nd—Max Berg and Logan Brabec 

3rd—Austin Vogt and Cameron Vogt 

Tyler Hilger 

Saison Category 

Rancher Belly Brewery 

IPA Category with Raspberry Milkshake IPA 

Tim Gleason  

Shamrock Brewery—People’s Choice 

Mark May of Plainview was a 

big winner!  He won second 

place in the Judge’s Choice in 

the rib cookoff.  His team 

name is Kickin’ Bull BBQ AND 

he won the smoker from 

Wm. Krotter Co.                                      

Congratulations Mark! 

https://spr.ly/6186fzfSq?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExaUlORm5QTXJvakVwdU51SAEe7dMI0YOBffBR0fpE08XESvobRCeF_s8ftwUYi4qFOEf23Tab3FRGVvABvAM_aem_g3LLvPdMZSFaysVJ90ABOQ


NOTES FROM ST. MARYS SCHOOL AND 

ST. PATRICKS CHURCH 
St. Mary’s Catholic School thanks all of the businesses and community members who have been 
so generous this fall.  We appreciate your advertisements, donations to the wish list & classroom 
partners, Booster Club memberships, and support of our dance team, football team,                                 
cheerleader, and Booster Club fundraisers, as well as the many other ways so many people step 
up to help!   We are so grateful to all of you!   

The work on St. Patrick Catholic in O’Neill Church continues and even looks to be on                       
schedule, so with any luck we will return to St. Patrick for masses in mid to late November!  

Presently, our church has scaffolding from stem to stern, which limits our ability to appreciate 
the wonderful work being done there.  All the plaster repair is finished.  The broad painting of 
the walls is completed.  The lion’s share of the stenciling is complete also.  Our columns now 
have a “Carrara Marble” look.  The column capitals, and arches between the columns are done 
being painted with skillful detail. In the sanctuary, the stenciling of the walls and the mural of 
Christ’s ascension is well underway.  It looks amazing!  There is still much to be done but we are 
grateful for the hard work and attention to detail that has been put into each step of the                            
project.  We are anxiously awaiting the new flooring and pews as well!  

 If you are curious, we have pictures posted on our website of the project at https://
www.stpatoneill.org/st-patrick-restoration-project.  

https://www.stpatoneill.org/st-patrick-restoration-project
https://www.stpatoneill.org/st-patrick-restoration-project


NEWS FROM THE HOLT COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER 
The Holt County Animal Shelter would like to thank everyone 
who donated to our recent online auction. It was a great                     
success! Your support means the world to us! 

In October we will be offering T-Shirts for sale, made by                         
Special Ts! Watch our Facebook page for ordering information.  

We will be sending off our collected shoes in Oct. We could                    
really use help loading the truck when it gets scheduled to                 

arrive!!  

In December we will be holding a bake sale at Torpins! If anyone would like 
to donate something, call and ask for Valerie.  

As a reminder, we do offer dog boarding to the public! Drop off and pick up 
times are the same as our business hours. Monday & Tuesday 8:30am – 
11:00am and 1:00pm-4:30pm Weds – Sunday 8am-10am and 2-5pm. Give 
us a call or visit our website for rates!  

I found the following quote in some old HCAS documents. It still holds 
true! 

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can 
change the world; indeed, it's the only thing that ever has.”  Margaret 
Mead 
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