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CHAMBER CHATTER 

HAPPY JULY!  Happy 250th Birthday America!  It’s Summerfest Month!  Look at the schedule inside for all 
of the events and activities going on Wednesday through Sunday, July 15th through the 19th.  There is 
something for everyone to enjoy.  Would you like to help out with Summerfest?  We are in need of                             
volunteers to help out with the rodeo both nights and the concert on Saturday.  If you sign up to help 
with the concert, be sure to stop by the chamber office and get your free t-shirt and pass to get in.   Here 
is the sign up genius link:  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080E48A4AB2FA4F85-64534024-oneill#/   
We have the official 2026 t-shirts available at the chamber office.  We have sizes 4T through 
Youth Large—$15, Adult Small through XL -$20 and 2XL through 5XL are $25.  We also have 
advance rodeo tickets—$4 for kids and $8 for adults, Joseph Hall, Elvis                               Im-
personator tickets—$15 and Tegan Nissen opening for Josh Turner tickets—$35.  Get yours 
before they sell out.   

We are doing something new on Wednesday night of Summerfest Week this year.  We will 
have “Family Night at the Shamrock” from 5pm to 7pm.  The streets will be shut down for the painting of 
the shamrock as well as a bounce house, a fire truck block party, vendors on the sidewalks and the                      
downtown businesses will stay open till 7pm that night.  Come out and enjoy all the family fun!   

Thursday morning, we will do the duck hunt again.  ONE DUCK PER HOUSEHOLD!  Start hunting now for 
your turtles for the Turtle Races on Saturday at noon on the basketball court in Ford Park.  Registration 
will open at 11:30, with the races starting at noon!  There will be Mutton Busting on Saturday at 5:30,      
prior to the rodeo at 6pm.  Kids 60 pounds and under can ride the sheep.  Sign up on Saturday night prior 
to the event at the rodeo grounds.  Yes, there will be Weiner Dog Races again!  They are on Friday night 
this year.  Get your dog signed up!  You can start training them now so they will run like wildfire!  We will 
be doing the O’Neill Hall of Fame presentation around 7:30 on Friday evening at the rodeo.  Come help 
celebrate the newest inductees.  We hope to see you out and about during the big celebration! 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS 

Holiday Inn Express  ****  Spacewalk of Holt County  ***  North Park Homes  

Norfolk Area United Way  ***  Knights of Columbus  ***  OPTK Networks                                               

O'Neill Community Foundation  ***  Sandhills Guest House Motel   

Wakefield State Farm Insurance  ***  WJAG, 97.5, 106 KIX Radio Stations 

North Park Homes  ***  Grand Prairie Wind, LLC                                                                
Security Shredding Services  ***  Car Quest/Ranchland Auto   

WELCOME NEW 
MEMBER 

 
 
 

Elevation                    
Marketing LLC 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080E48A4AB2FA4F85-64534024-oneill#/


PHOTO CREDIT TO TERRY MILES OF THE HOLT COUNTY INDEPENDENT 

AKRS Equipment recently celebrated the ribbon cutting for its new O’Neill facility with the O’Neill 

Chamber of Commerce, Holt County Economic Development, and many members of the public in 

attendance. The event gave community members a chance to tour the new location, connect with 

the AKRS team, and celebrate the continued growth of the O’Neill store. AKRS is grateful for the 

strong local support and looks forward to continuing to serve customers, employees, and the 

broader O’Neill community from this new facility.  Congratulations AKRS Equipment! 



Congratulations Holt Boyd Suicide Awareness and Prevention Collaborative on your ribbon         
cutting!  Welcome to the Chamber of Commerce Family! Thank you Amy Wells for the                            
following article on your organization. 

“Thank you for joining us as we celebrate the ribbon cutting for the Holt Boyd Suicide                      
Awareness and Prevention Collaborative.  The Collaborative was created to bring individuals, 
organizations, schools, businesses, and our community together around a common goal:                
preventing suicide and supporting mental wellness in our community.  Through education, 
awareness campaigns, training opportunities, resource connection, advocacy, and community 
partnerships, we work to reduce stigma, encourage conversations about mental health, and 
help ensure that people know where to turn when they or a loved one are struggling.  We               
believe suicide prevention is everyone's responsibility, and that by working together, we can 
create a community where people feel seen, supported, and connected to hope.  Today's                
ribbon cutting marks the continued growth of a movement dedicated to saving lives and 
strengthening our community. Thank you for being here and for supporting this important                     
mission”. 

Members of the collaborate are April Burival, Shae Olberding, Marti Ohara, Kathy Miller, Tonya 
Hytrek, Lisa Milner, Jenny Babl, Kayli Dobias and Tara Lorenson.  

PHOTO CREDIT TO TERRY MILES OF THE HOLT COUNTY INDEPENDENT Cat Nips from the Feline Foundation 

Tips for 4th of July and cats:  Create a quiet safe space for your kitty to relax, play calming music or white noise, 
keep doors and windows shut so they do not try to escape.  Microchip your kitty. Make sure they have their ID tag 
and collar on.  If you care for community cats, keep a head count. They may hide for a while after the festivities.  
Pick up firework debris and other trash that may have floated to your yard.  

**SAVE THE DATE** 

July 17th we will be outside Shamrock Vet Clinic with a pop up bake sale, adoption event & grilling hot dogs!  Bake 
sale and adoption event starts at 10 and goes till 2:30.  Join us for a $5 lunch of grilled hotdogs fresh off the 
grill, chips, bottled water or a pop. Lunch will be served in to-go boxes 11-2! 

We currently have 17 kittens looking for their forever homes. Each kittens’ adoption fee is $30 OR two fluff balls for 
$50!  Each kitten comes with a voucher to get spayed/neutered and a rabies shot to be done by Dr Kelly @ Sham-
rock Vet Clinic. Voucher must be present at time of service or you will be responsible for their vetting.  We need the 
vouchers for our records.  

We also would like to remind the community that we are a TNR program. We are not a rescue, nor do we have a 
facility. We are a group of volunteers who have full time jobs. We can not go out and watch for a lost kitty. We can 
however post pictures along with information where last seen, name and description then ask our community to 
keep an eye out. 

At this time we also do not have a low cost spay/neuter program.   We are in need of fosters and volunteers.  Our 
next TNR will be on July 9th, with trapping on July 8th.   



CONGRATULATIONS to our 2026 O’Neill 

Summerfest Rodeo Queen, Kinley Miller of 

Elgin.  Kinley is the 15 year old daughter 

of Brandon and Bethany Miller.  Kinley has 

participated in barrel racing and pole 

bending jackpots.  She also enjoys softball 

and basketball as well.  She is a past                                     

recipient of the Kalin Henn Memorial 

Award at the Antelope County Fair.  The 

award is given to a youth with proven                 

character and goes above and beyond       

during the fair.   

We are excited to have Kinley represent 

our O’Neill Summerfest Rodeo throughout 

the next year.  Be sure to come and meet 

her at the rodeo here in O’Neill on Friday, 

July 17th and Saturday, July 18th.  She 

will also be signing autographs at Ford 

Park during the vendor fair on Saturday.   

THE CHAMBER OFFICE WILL 

BE CLOSED ON FRIDAY, JULY 

3RD IN OBSERVANCE OF THE 

INDEPENDENCE DAY HOLIDAY 


