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HAPPY NEW YEAR!!  2026 HAS ARRIVED!  It’s hard to believe that another year has come 
and gone.  It was another busy year in the chamber office, and that’s how I like it.  We                 
enjoy serving our members and the community making O’Neill a great place to live, work 
and play!  We have welcomed new businesses and sadly said good-bye to others.  We are 
always working on bringing new ideas, events and businesses to our community.  We have 
hosted events that draw people from all over Nebraska and the surrounding states.  We 
welcome visitors for our celebrations, events, school activities and more as this brings                

dollars into our businesses!  
 We are going to paperless billing as of January 1st!  Be sure to send me the email address you want your 
invoices to go to.  My email is lauri@oneillchamber.com.  Thank you!      
 As we look forward to 2026, here are some dates for you to mark on your calendars now.  The St. 
Pat’s Celebration will be held from Wednesday, March 11th through Saturday, March 14th.  The parade 
will be on the 14th.  The Summerfest Celebration will be Thursday, July 16th through Sunday, July 19th 
and the Bags, Brew & BBQ Rib Cookoff will be held on September 12th at the community center.  We are                                   
constantly working on all of these events throughout the year.   
 The St. Pat’s Celebration is when we will celebrate the Community Service, Community                                  
Ambassador and the Customer Service awards.  We are now taking nominations for all three awards.  
Please send your nomination with a brief explanation as to why this person deserves this award to                     
lauri@oneillchamber.com.  The theme for the 2026 St. Patrick’s Day Celebration will be 250 Years of 
Irish Spirit (s), in conjunction with the 250th birthday of the United States.  Let’s make the 2026 parade 
the largest we have ever had in O’Neill!   
 Summerfest will kick off again this year with Joseph Hall, Elvis Tribute Artist on Thursday, July 
16th.  We had great attendance at the 2025 show and many asked to bring him back for 2026, so we 

have him booked.  This will be a new show, so if you were there in 2025, you’ll surely want to be 
there in 2026!  When tickets go on sale, we will let everyone know.  Tell your friends about this                            
wonderful show and bring them out for an evening of great music, food and fun!  Friday and Saturday 
nights, there will be Award Winning Rodeo action at the Carroll McKay Arena.  The Summerfest                             
Rodeo has won the Mid-States Small Purse Rodeo of the Year ten times!  This award is voted on my 
the Mid-States Rodeo Contestants.  We are adding a Summerfest Rodeo Queen Contest this year!  

The contest will be held on June 13th so the queen can attend other rodeos representing O’Neill Summerfest.  On 
Saturday night, we are bringing big name entertainment to the Irish Capital!  Be watching for the                     
announcement coming very soon!  We hope you will all come and see what we have in store.  Bring 
your lawn chairs to the concert and sit back and enjoy the evening!           
 The Bags, Brew and BBQ Rib Cookoff will be back at the community center in 2026, on Saturday, 
September 12th.  Start working on your rib recipes now so you will be ready to wow the crowd in                         
September.  The bean bag tournament will be going on inside the community center with the ribs being cooked 
out back!  The home brewers will be back with their best of brews for people to try and vote for their favorite. 
 We have another busy fun filled year planned for the community for 2026.  We hope to see you out and 
about enjoying all the festivities!  Do you have an idea of something to add to a celebration?  Form your                                   
committee, do some fundraisers and make it happen!  New additions are always welcome! 
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Board of Directors 
Chairman of the Board, Dr. Trent Shoemaker—Revelation Wellness 

Treasurer, Joel Steinhauser—Tri County Bank 

DIRECTORS 
Holly Cole—AseraCare Hospice                  Terry Miles—Holt County Independent              

Toni Hamik—Twig Flower and Gift         Jana Sobotka—Sobotka Trucking  

           Megan Heiss—Blush Boutique and Tan and Stracke Realty 

       Kyle Sanderson—Pinnacle Bank             Bryan Hoefer—Farmers National Company 

Michael Hedlund—Thrivent Financial Services            Scott Poese—KBRX Radio  

Lauri Havranek—President/CEO - 125 S. 4th Street—O’Neill, NE  68763 

Phone:  (402)-336-2355  Email:  lauri@oneillchamber.com 

FACEBOOK:  O’Neill, Nebraska Chamber of Commerce   

 www.oneillchamber.com 



Every year Leonard                         
Management gives back to 

4 schools. These are                         
selected by what the                  

Community has to say 
about their school. We are 

so very lucky at O’Neill                 
Elementary School to be in 
a community that cares this 

much and says such                    
wonderful things about our 

school. We received 
$5000.00 from the Leonards 

and we couldn't be more                   
excited. Congratulations! 

We celebrated our 2025 Hometown Christmas on Friday, December 5th.  The weather 
was nice and so much fun was had by everyone.  We had 12 entries in our Lighted                
Parade, food and fun inside the Dirty Hands Taphouse and Coffee and Santa in the 
back of the building at Handlebend.  Thank you to everyone who had anything to do 
with the evening.  Your help making this a fun family event is much appreciated.  I can 
now say I have taken a reindeer for a walk!  Here are some photos from the evening 
for you to enjoy.     

 
MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS 

North Central Nebraska Arts Council  ***  Eagle Eye Broadcasting  ***  Creative Advantages 
O'Neill Vet Clinic  ***  Cole Redi Mix  ***  Gokie Oil Co.  ***  O'Neill Family Pharmacy  ***  Cubby’s 
McCarthy Abstract  ***  The Coin Guy  ***  Valley Hope  ***  Biglin's Mortuary  ***  Pinnacle Bank 

Juffer Real Estate  ***  Strope Law PC, LLO  ***  Great Western Gas  ***  First Interstate Bank 
Anson Insurance Services, Inc.  ***  Galyen Boettcher Baier PC, LLO  ***  402 Beef Co.  ***  Appeara 

Reiser Insurance Group LLC  ***  North Park Homes Housing Authority  ***  Wm. Krotter Co. 
Uptown Cooking Creations  ***  O'Neill Super Foods  ***  Edward Jones - Randy Hupp/Julie Regan 
Agricultural Services  ***  Kracl Irrigation  ***  BG&S Transmissions  ***  Kersenbrock Dental Care 
Farmers National Company  ***  Torpins Rodeo Market  ***  North Central District Health Dept. 

McDonalds  ***  Central Valley Ag  ***  Northeast Community College  ***  St. Patrick's Catholic Church 
St. Mary's School  ***  Elkhorn Valley Family Medicine  ***  Family Dentistry and Dental Hygiene 

Rowse Hydraulic Rakes  ***  Great Plains State Bank  ****  O'Neill Methodist Church  *** North Central Const.   
Gutshall Kohle Pelster Eyecare  ***  The Storage Company  ***  O'Neill Public Schools   

Holt County Extension Office  ***  O’Neill Airport Authority  ***  Fox’s Food Plaza/Taco Johns 

2026 UGLY  
SWEATER  CONTEST  

WINNERS 
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